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1. Introduction 
1.1 INTRODUCTION 
This Final Environmental Impact Report (FEIR) has been prepared in accordance with the California 
Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) as amended (Public Resources Code §§ 21000 et seq.) and CEQA 
Guidelines (California Code of  Regulations §§ 15000 et seq.). 

According to the CEQA Guidelines, Section 15132, the FEIR shall consist of: 

(a) The Draft Environmental Impact Report (DEIR) or a revision of  the Draft; 

(b) Comments and recommendations received on the DEIR either verbatim or in summary; 

(c) A list of  persons, organizations, and public agencies comments on the DEIR; 

(d) The responses of  the Lead Agency to significant environmental points raised in the review 
and consultation process; and 

(e) Any other information added by the Lead Agency. 

This document contains responses to comments received on the DEIR for the Colfax General Plan Update 
during the public review period, which began September 22, 2023, and closed November 06, 2023. However, 
the City of  Colfax accepted and responded to Placer County Local Agency Formation Commission received 
November 08, 2023. This document has been prepared in accordance with CEQA and the CEQA Guidelines 
and represents the independent judgment of  the Lead Agency. This document and the circulated DEIR 
comprise the FEIR, in accordance with CEQA Guidelines, Section 15132. 

1.2 FORMAT OF THE FEIR 
This document is organized as follows:  

Section 1, Introduction. This section describes CEQA requirements and content of  this FEIR.  

Section 2, Response to Comments. This section provides a list of  agencies and interested persons 
commenting on the DEIR; copies of  comment letters received during the public review period, and individual 
responses to written comments. To facilitate review of  the responses, each comment letter has been reproduced 
and assigned a number (A-1 through A-5 for letters received from agencies and organizations, no letters 
received from members of  the public). Individual comments have been numbered for each letter and the letter 
is followed by responses with references to the corresponding comment number.  
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Section 3. Revisions to the Draft EIR. This section contains revisions to the DEIR text and figures as a 
result of  the comments received by agencies and interested persons as described in Section 2, and/or errors 
and omissions discovered subsequent to release of  the DEIR for public review.  

The responses to comments contain material and revisions that will be added to the text of  the FEIR. The City 
of  Colfax’s staff  has reviewed this material and determined that none of  this material constitutes the type of  
significant new information that requires recirculation of  the DEIR for further public comment under CEQA 
Guidelines Section 15088.5. None of  this new material indicates that the project will result in a significant new 
environmental impact not previously disclosed in the DEIR. Additionally, none of  this material indicates that 
there would be a substantial increase in the severity of  a previously identified environmental impact that will 
not be mitigated, or that there would be any of  the other circumstances requiring recirculation described in 
Section 15088.5. 

1.3 CEQA REQUIREMENTS REGARDING COMMENTS AND RESPONSES 
CEQA Guidelines Section 15204 (a) outlines parameters for submitting comments  and reminds persons and 
public agencies that the focus of  review and comment of  DEIRs should be “on the sufficiency of  the 
document in identifying and analyzing possible impacts on the environment and ways in which significant 
effects of  the project might be avoided or mitigated. Comments are most helpful when they suggest additional 
specific alternatives or mitigation measures that would provide better ways to avoid or mitigate the significant 
environmental effects. At the same time, reviewers should be aware that the adequacy of  an EIR is determined 
in terms of  what is reasonably feasible. CEQA does not require a lead agency to conduct every test or perform 
all research, study, and experimentation recommended or demanded by commenters. When responding to 
comments, lead agencies need only respond to significant environmental issues and do not need to provide all 
information requested by reviewers, as long as a good faith effort at full disclosure is made in the EIR.”  

CEQA Guidelines Section 15204 (c) further advises, “Reviewers should explain the basis for their comments, 
and should submit data or references offering facts, reasonable assumptions based on facts, or expert opinion 
supported by facts in support of  the comments. Pursuant to Section 15064, an effect shall not be considered 
significant in the absence of  substantial evidence.” Section 15204 (d) also states, “Each responsible agency and 
trustee agency shall focus its comments on environmental information germane to that agency’s statutory 
responsibility.” Section 15204 (e) states, “This section shall not be used to restrict the ability of  reviewers to 
comment on the general adequacy of  a document or of  the lead agency to reject comments not focused as 
recommended by this section.” 

In accordance with CEQA, Public Resources Code Section 21092.5, copies of  the written responses to public 
agencies will be forwarded to those agencies at least 10 days prior to certifying the environmental impact report. 
The responses will be forwarded with copies of  this FEIR, as permitted by CEQA, and will conform to the 
legal standards established for response to comments on DEIRs.  
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2. Response to Comments 
Section 15088 of  the CEQA Guidelines requires the Lead Agency (City of  Colfax) to evaluate comments on 
environmental issues received from public agencies and interested parties who reviewed the DEIR and prepare 
written responses. 

This section provides all written responses received on the DEIR and the City’s responses to each comment.  

Comment letters and specific comments are given letters and numbers for reference purposes. Where sections 
of  the DEIR are excerpted in this document, the sections are shown indented. Changes to the DEIR text are 
shown in underlined text for additions and strikeout for deletions. 

The following is a list of  agencies and persons that submitted comments on the DEIR during the public review 
period. 

Number 
Reference Commenting Person/Agency Date of Comment Page No. 

Agencies & Organizations 
A1 Department of Toxic Substances Control 10/03/23 5 
A2 California Governor’s Office of Emergency Services 10/19/23 13 
A3 California Geological Survey 10/27/23 17 
A4 Placer County Air Pollution Control District  11/06/23 21 
A5 Placer County Local Agency Formation Commission 11/08/23 27 
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LETTER A1 –  Department of  Toxic Substances Control (4 pages) 
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A1. Response to Comments from Department of Toxic Substances Control, dated October 3, 2023. 

A1-1 The Department of  Toxic Substances Control (DTSC) states that the City of  Colfax 
General Plan 2040 Update, may affect multiple sites within the project boundaries. DTSC 
states the project includes active and nonactive mitigation and clean-up sites, which may 
be impacted by the project. DTSC states that this could restrict construction activities to 
avoid potential impacts on human health and the environment. 

 As noted in Table 4.9-1, Hazardous Sites in the City of  Colfax, on page 4.9-1 of  the DEIR, 
the table summarizes the type, status, and number of  hazardous sites within the city. Table 
4.9-1 also notes that the information presented is from the State Water Resources Control 
Board’s GeoTracker map and DTSC’s Envirostor map. 

 In addition, Impact HAZ-4, on page 4.9-7, of  the DEIR states that the General Plan 
Update may lead to development on contaminated sites, potentially posing a public or 
environmental hazard. However, such development would require a qualified professional 
to conduct an environmental site assessment to prevent disturbance or substantial harm. 
Properties contaminated by hazardous substances are regulated at local, state, and federal 
levels, and must comply with strict laws and regulations for investigation and remediation. 
Compliance with CERCLA, RCRA, California Code of  Regulations, Title 22, and related 
requirements would remedy all potential impacts caused by hazardous substance 
contamination.  

 The information and analysis presented in Section 4.9, Hazards And Hazardous Materials, 
of  the DEIR are adequate and no revisions are required.  

A1-2 DTSC is unable to determine the location of  the proposed project site due to its broad 
scope. DTSC recommend providing more information on the project site and areas under 
their oversight in the DEIR. DTSC may provide additional comments on the DEIR as 
more information becomes available. DTSC asks to review the project area in Envirostor, 
DTSC's public-facing database. 

 Section 3.1, Project Location, on page 3-1, of  the DEIR describes the project location. 
Figures 3-1a through 3-1c, Proposed Land Use Designations in Colfax City Limits, also show 
the proposed land use changes would occur throughout the city.  

 As noted in Table 4.9-1, Hazardous Sites in the City of  Colfax, on page 4.9-1 of  the DEIR, 
the table summarizes the type, status, and number of  hazardous sites within the city. Table 
4.9-1 also notes that the information presented is from the State Water Resources Control 
Board’s GeoTracker map and DTSC’s Envirostor map. 

As this comment does not describe any inadequacies of  the DEIR, no changes to the 
DEIR are necessary. This comment will be forwarded to decision makers for their 
consideration. 
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A1-3 DTSC states that if  any sites within the project area or vicinity have been or are suspected 
to have been used for mining activities, a thorough investigation for mine waste should be 
conducted. DTSC recommends using the DTSC Abandoned Mine Lands webpage for 
reference or further guidance. 

 As noted in Impact HAZ-4, on page 4.9-7, the DEIR states that the General Plan Update 
may lead to development on contaminated sites, potentially posing a public or 
environmental hazard. However, such development would require a qualified professional 
to conduct an environmental site assessment to prevent disturbance or substantial harm. 
Properties contaminated by hazardous substances are regulated at local, state, and federal 
levels, and must comply with strict laws and regulations for investigation and remediation. 
Compliance with CERCLA, RCRA, California Code of  Regulations, Title 22, and related 
requirements would remedy all potential impacts caused by hazardous substance 
contamination.  

 After reviewing the DTSC Abandoned Mine Lands webpage, additional information has 
been added to Section, 4.9.1, Existing Conditions, under heading “Hazardous Sites. These 
changes do not require recirculation as this information does not change any 
determinations made in the analysis of  the DEIR but rather merely clarifies information 
to an adequate DEIR. See Section 3.2, DEIR Revisions in Response to Written Comments, in 
the FEIR.  

A1-4 DTSC believes the City of  Colfax must address comments raised to determine if  any 
significant impacts under the CEQA will occur and, if  necessary, avoid significant impacts. 
DTSC recommends the City of  Colfax connect with our unit if  any hazardous waste 
projects managed or overseen by DTSC are discovered. DTSC asks to refer to the City of  
Colfax EnviroStor map for additional information about the areas of  potential 
contamination. DTSC appreciates the opportunity to comment on the City of  Colfax 
General Plan 2040 Update. 

 See response to comments A1-1 through A1-3. The City of  Colfax appreciates comments 
and recommendations from the commenter. This comment will be forwarded to decision-
makers for their consideration. 
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LETTER A2 – California Governor’s Office of Emergency Services (1 page) 
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A2. Response to Comments California Governor’s Office of Emergency Services, dated October 
19, 2023 

A2-1 The California Governor's Office of  Emergency Services (Cal OES) has reviewed 
proposed updates to the General Plan, following Government Code 65302(g)(8). The 
team compares the current Safety Element hazards against those listed in the most recent 
Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA) approved Placer County Multi-
Jurisdictional Local Hazard Mitigation Plan (MJLHMP). The Cal OES local Hazard 
Mitigation Planning Team found no substantive changes to the hazard profiles when 
compared to the MJLHMP, and has no further comments at this time. 

 The City of  Colfax appreciates comments and recommendations from the commenter. 
As this comment does not describe any inadequacies of  the DEIR, no changes to the 
DEIR are necessary. This comment will be forwarded to decision makers for their 
consideration. 

  

 

 



C O L F A X  G E N E R A L  P L A N  U P D A T E  F I N A L  E I R  
C I T Y  O F  C O L F A X  

2. Response to Comments 

Page 16 PlaceWorks 

This page intentionally left blank. 

  



C O L F A X  G E N E R A L  P L A N  U P D A T E  F I N A L  E I R  
C I T Y  O F  C O L F A X  

2. Response to Comments 

November 2023 Page 17 

 

 

LETTER A3 – California Geological Survey (1 page) 



C O L F A X  G E N E R A L  P L A N  U P D A T E  F I N A L  E I R  
C I T Y  O F  C O L F A X  

2. Response to Comments 

Page 18 PlaceWorks 

This page intentionally left blank. 



C O L F A X  G E N E R A L  P L A N  U P D A T E  F I N A L  E I R  
C I T Y  O F  C O L F A X  

2. Response to Comments 

November 2023 Page 19 

A3. Response to Comments from California Geological Survey, dated October 27, 2023. 

A3-1 The California Geological Survey (CGS) states that the section titled "Geologic Hazards" 
in Section 4.7.1, the DEIR reports that the city is not located in a liquefaction hazard zone. 
CGS has not yet assessed the city's area for liquefaction or earthquake-induced landslide 
hazard zoning, so the absence of  a zone does not imply that there is no liquefaction 
hazard. The final EIR and supporting documents should clarify this and address the 
hazard independently, relating to General Plan proposals. 

Additional information has been added to Section 4.7.1, Existing Conditions, in the DEIR, 
under heading “Geologic Hazards”. These changes does not require recirculation as this 
information does not change any determinations made in the analysis of  the DEIR but 
rather merely clarifies existing information. Impact 4.7-1 and Impact 4.7-3 still assess the 
potential impacts from liquefaction hazard for the proposed project. See Section 3.2, 
DEIR Revisions in Response to Written Comments, in the FEIR.  

A3-2 CGS states that the DEIR reports correctly that the City of  Colfax does not include any 
Alquist-Priolo Earthquake Fault Zones mapped by CGS. The DEIR reports that the 
Foothills Fault System is the "major regional geologic feature" in the City of  Colfax 
Planning Area, but states that the CGS Fault Activity Map does not identify Late 
Quaternary faults within or near the city. CGS notes that the Foothills faults system 
includes several mapped Late Quaternary faults including the Spenceville, Wolf  Creek, 
Deadman, Dewitt, and Giant Gap faults, within 7 to 15 miles on either side of  the city. 
Although these faults are not mapped as Holocene-active, and thus are not zoned 
according to the Alquist-Priolo Earthquake Fault Zoning Act as posing a surface rupture 
hazard, they may pose a ground shaking hazard to the city. CGS also notes the 2023 
National Seismic Hazard Maps include the Spenceville Swain Ravine fault zone as a 
seismic source for ground motion hazard. 

 Additional information has been added to Section 4.7.1, Existing Conditions, in the DEIR, 
under heading “Geologic Hazards”. These changes do not require recirculation as this 
information does not change any determinations made in the analysis of  the DEIR but 
rather merely clarifies existing information. Impact 4.7-1 assesses the potential impacts 
from faults and ground shaking to occur. Impact 4.7-1 states that adherence with General 
Plan policies and local requirements would reduce associated with geological hazards to 
less than significant which this analysis would remain adequate. See Section 3.2, DEIR 
Revisions in Response to Written Comments, in the FEIR. 
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 LETTER A4 – Placer County Air Pollution Control District (2 pages)
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A4. Response to Comments from Placer County Air Pollution Control District, dated November 
06, 2023. 

A4-1 The Placer County Air Pollution Control District (PCAPCD) refers to the discussion 
in impact 4.3-1 and 4.3-2 in the Air Quality section and Impact 4.8-1 and 4.8-2 in the 
Greenhouse Gas section. The PCAPCD states the DEIR should contain broad 
analyses on related environmental impacts with policies and measures to avoid adding 
additional impacts to communities result from future growths. PCAPCD states that 
any future projects within the City could refer to the general plan and tiering its EIR’s 
impact analyses to satisfy CEQA requirement. PCAPCD states the DEIR should 
include all feasible measures to mitigate the project’s impact to the maximum extent, 
even the future type of development projects might not be determined at this time. 

As stated in Section 2.3, Scope of This Draft EIR, on page 2-5 the DIER fulfills the 
requirements for a Program EIR (programmatic) which is more conceptual than a 
Project EIR with a more general discussion of impacts, alternatives, and mitigation 
measures. Use of a Program EIR gives the lead agency an opportunity to consider 
program-wide mitigation measures, as well as greater flexibility to address project-
specific and cumulative environmental impacts on a comprehensive scale. Project 
level information is not available and the EIR should not engage in speculation about 
information that may not be known until a later phase, when specific development 
applications are known. Future development facilities under the General Plan would 
be subject to subsequent CEQA review that would be prepared including a public 
hearing process and be subject to discretionary legislative action. As this comment 
does not describe any inadequacies in the CEQA analysis or conclusion in the DEIR, 
no changes to the DEIR are necessary. This comment will be forwarded to decision-
makers for their consideration.  

A4-2 The PCAPCD states that the DEIR discussion in Impact 4.3‐1 and 4.8‐1 indicates 
future projects would be required by Colfax Municipal Code Section 16.36.040 to 
implement mitigation measures. However, no detailed measures are provided per 
Colfax Municipal Code Section 16.36.040. The District recommends the DEIR 
include feasible and considerable mitigation measures that would be applied for all 
types of future development projects to mitigate air quality and greenhouse emission 
related impacts within the City jurisdiction. PCAPCD states that future projects will 
be assessed for additional mitigation measures when PCAPCD thresholds are 
exceeded, with a list of recommended measures available on the District CEQA 
Handbook's Mitigation Measure Recommendation website. 

Section 16.36.040, Air quality mitigation fees, of the City’s Municipal Code mandates 
that development applications with significant environmental assessments identifying 
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air quality impacts must be reviewed by the PCAPCD and include recommended 
mitigation measures. Section 16.36.040 does not present detailed mitigation measures 
but rather establishes the process of projects identified to have significant air quality 
impacts be reviewed by the PCAPCD which the agency would then prescribe 
appropriate mitigation measures. See Section 3.2, DEIR Revisions in Response to Written 
Comments, in the FEIR in regard to Impact 4.3‐1 and 4.8‐1 of the DEIR. These 
revisions do not constitute a recirculation as they do not add new significant 
information but merely clarifies the analysis.  
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 LETTER A5 – Placer County Local Agency Formation Commission (37 pages)
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A5. Response to Comments from Placer County Local Agency Formation Commission, dated 
November 08, 2023. 

A5-1 The Placer County Local Agency Formation Commission (LAFCO) states that it is a 
responsible agency for this project and will issue requested entitlements such as a 
Sphere of Influence (SOI) update. LAFCO states that the entitlement should be 
identified in the project description and the City should consider listed the SOI update 
as one approval required by other agencies.  

See Section 3.2, DEIR Revisions in Response to Written Comments, in the FEIR. These 
changes do not require recirculation as this information does not change any 
determinations made in the analysis of the DEIR but rather merely clarifies 
information to an adequate DEIR.  

A5-2 LAFCO refers to page 4.10-2 which states that the city's future water supplies are 
reliant on PCWA and its Colfax treatment plant sources, which are considered 
sufficient for future development. LAFCO recommends that the City cite the source 
for this statement and analyze if the water supply is sufficient for future development 
in the SOI.  

The DEIR includes the Placer County 2020 Urban Water Management Plan in 
Section 16, Utilities and Service Systems, on page 6 of the DEIR. the Placer County 
Water Agency 2020 Urban Water Management Plan is a comprehensive water 
planning document that describes Placer County Water Agency’s water supplies, 
assesses existing and future supply reliability, forecasts future demands, presents 
demand management progress, and identifies local and regional cooperative efforts 
to meet projected water use. According to this plan, the potential supply is sufficient 
for future development in the city. The Urban Water Management Plan addresses 
Placer County Water Agency’s water management planning efforts to ensure adequate 
water supply to meet retail and wholesale demands over the next 25 years. As this 
comment does not describe any inadequacies of the DEIR, no changes to the DEIR 
are necessary. The City of Colfax will collaborate with LAFCO on the SOI update 
process. This comment will be forwarded to decision makers for their consideration.  

A5-3 LAFCO states the SOI is over double the size of the existing area, but no planned 
annexations exist. The SOI is historical and was adopted when it was a local agency's 
ultimate physical boundary and service area. The City should coordinate with LAFCO 
during the SOI update on a more defined SOI and local policies that designate areas 
within the SOI. Some cities and LAFCOs designate areas within SOI as short-term, 
long-term, or areas of interest. However, discussions can occur during the SOI update 
process, and the City may not include the suggested policy discussion in the General 
Plan Update.  
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The City of Colfax appreciates comments and recommendations from the commenter 
who correctly notes that the SOI is a historical plan that will need review in the 
context of the new general plan. The City of Colfax will collaborate with LAFCO on 
the SOI update process. This comment will be forwarded to decision-makers for their 
consideration.  

A5-4 LAFCO refers to Table 4.13-3 which presents the City of Colfax's Regional Housing 
Needs Allocation for the 2021-2029 planning period is 97 units. LAFCO states that 
the City should include a vacant land inventory and analysis within the existing city 
limits to determine if there is sufficient land to accommodate the 97 units.  

This information is provided in Colfax’s 6th Cycle (2021-2029) Housing Element 
certified July 2021 by the California Department of Housing and Community 
Development. Under Section 6.3, Housing Resources Inventory, of the Colfax Housing 
Element, presents inventory that identifies suitable sites, with appropriate zoning and 
development standards, and public services and facilities to facilitate and encourage 
housing development for households of all income levels. Table 38, Vacant Land By 
Zoning, in page 6-59 of the City’s Housing Element, provides a summary of the 
currently available residentially zoned land throughout the City of Colfax, the 
allowable density, and which land use designation accommodates each of the five 
required income levels. As this comment does not describe any inadequacies of the 
DEIR, no changes to the DEIR are necessary.  

A5-5 LAFCO states that the City should clarify that Placer County Fire Department and 
CAL FIRE serve specific areas within Placer County, as several special districts and 
cities also provide fire protection services. The City should also discuss the renewal 
of the contract between the City and Placer County for fire protection services in 
2024.  

See Section 3.2, DEIR Revisions in Response to Written Comments, in the FEIR. These 
changes do not require recirculation as this information does not change any 
determinations made in the analysis of the DEIR but rather merely adds 
existing  information to an adequate DEIR.  

A5-6 LAFCO refers to the Placer County 2020 Urban Water Management Plan existing 
and proposed total water use. LAFCO states that the city should include the total and 
projected water supply within the existing city limits and SOI. LAFCO states page 
4.16-5 has more detailed information concerning water demand but no information 
regarding water supply.  

See Section 3.2, DEIR Revisions in Response to Written Comments, in the FEIR. These 
changes do not require recirculation as this information does not change any 
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determinations made in the analysis of the DEIR but rather merely adds 
existing information to an adequate DEIR.  

A5-7 LAFCO states that the City should describe the wastewater treatment plant’s existing 
demand and capacity. LAFCO states that the City should analyze the projected 
demand for the proposed new development within the current city limits and within 
the SOI.  

As discussed under Impact 4.16-1, in page 4.16-4,of the DEIR, the proposed project 
would increase wastewater production, would require compliance with the city's 
General Plan Update Land Use Policy 2.2.2 and the Colfax Code of Ordinances 
Chapter 13.08, Sewer Service System. This policy mandates that all new residential, 
commercial, and industrial developments in Colfax must be subject to availability of 
City sewer services and that individuals must pay for connections that alter the sewage 
discharged from their premises. In addition, as stated in the City’s Housing Element 
on page 6-83, the City's wastewater treatment capacity doesn't hinder housing 
development during the Housing Element planning period, as it has enough capacity 
to accommodate approximately 633 equivalent dwelling units, surpassing the City's 
RHNA of 97 housing units. As this comment does not describe any inadequacies of 
the DEIR, no changes to the DEIR are necessary. Future projects under the General 
Plan will comply with all Government Codes and LAFCO regulations. This comment 
will be forwarded to decision-makers for their consideration. 

A5-8 LAFCO states the City should provide a more thorough discussion of agricultural 
land and uses within the DEIR. LAFCO states that while there may not be lands 
within the existing city limits that are designated as agricultural land use, there are 
areas within the SOI (and therefore the planning area) that are presently designated 
as agricultural land.  

As discussed under 4.2.1, Existing Conditions, of the DEIR, the Planning Area is 
primarily classified for residential use, commercial, industrial, and mixed use. Limited 
agricultural uses, such as farming and grazing, occur in Colfax in the SOI; however, 
there are no parcels in the city limits that are designated as agricultural land use. The 
DEIR refers to Figure 2-2, Land  Use Diagram, in the General Plan which shows 
agriculture designations are county designated areas and are outside of the SOI.  
Impact 4.1-1 on page 4.2-2 of the DEIR states the Planning Area is not designated 
Prime Farmland, Unique Farmland, or Farmland of Statewide Importance based on 
the California Important Farmland Finder provided by the California Department of 
Conservation. The DEIR accurately summarizes the existing conditions as it relates 
to agricultural uses within the city. Furthermore, as illustrated in Figures 3-1a through 
3-1c under 3.3.2 of the DEIR, the proposed land use changes consist of residential, 
mixed-use, industrial, commercial, parks, and quasi-public facilities land designations; 
these land use changes would be limited to City limits. As this comment does not 
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describe any inadequacies of the DEIR, no changes to the DEIR are necessary. Future 
projects under the General Plan will comply with all Government Codes and LAFCO 
regulations. This comment will be forwarded to decision-makers for their 
consideration.  

A5-9 LAFCO states that Government Code (GC) section 56064 defines prime agricultural 
land and LAFCO will use this section during its review of the SOI update process. 
LAFCO states that a review of the soil types and Storie Index rating within the City’s 
SOI yields land that qualifies under the GC definition of prime agricultural land. 
LAFCO recommends the City conduct an analysis using other sources of 
information, including the United States Department of Agriculture.  

Impact 4.2-1 on page 4.2-2 of the DEIR states the Planning Area is not designated 
Prime Farmland, Unique Farmland, or Farmland of Statewide Importance based on 
the California Important Farmland Finder provided by the California Department of 
Conservation. The City of Colfax appreciates comments and recommendations from 
the commenter. As this comment does not describe any inadequacies of the DEIR, 
no changes to the DEIR are necessary. This comment will be forwarded to decision-
makers for their consideration.  

A5-10 LAFCO defines disadvantaged unincorporated communities (DUC) under GC 
section 56033.5. LAFCO states that the City must include an analysis concerning 
DUCs, island, fringe, and legacy communities in its Housing Element pursuant to GC 
section 65302.10. LAFCO states Shady Glen Mobile Home Park is located within the 
City's SOI and Census Tract 220.02. The Central Valley Regional Water Quality 
Control Board has issued a Notice of Applicability for the Shady Glen Mobile Home 
Park WWTP, stating that the facilities are located near the nearest City wastewater 
collection manhole. LAFCO states that the city may need to provide services via 
annexation or extension to address health or safety threats to the public or residents. 
LAFCO states that the city should analyze the possibility of providing services to the 
Shady Glen Mobile Home Park and other areas within the DUC through an 
annexation or service extension.  

Section 65302.10(b) mandates that cities and/or counties must review and update 
their land use element of their general plan before the adoption of their housing 
element, based on available data, including data and analysis of unincorporated island, 
fringe, or legacy communities within or near their boundaries. In addition, Placer 
LAFCO has not yet adopted policies clarifying DUCs as most other LAFCOs have 
done. As stated in GC section 65302.10(b), this is a requirement of the city’s Land 
Use Element. See response to comment A5-10 in regard to wastewater treatment 
plant’s existing demand and capacity. As this comment does not describe any 
inadequacies of the DEIR, no changes to the DEIR are necessary. 
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A5-11 LAFCO states they must consider communities of interest under GC sections 56425 
and 56430 during the SOI update process. LAFCO notes that Suburban Pines, an 
unincorporated island east of Highway 80, south of Siems Avenue, and north of Iowa 
Hill Road, may qualify for streamlined annexation through GC section 56375.3. The 
City should analyze the Suburban Pines area and consider identifying it as a future 
annexation area.  

Annexation of specific areas or communities outside the city boundaries would be 
evaluated in subsequent project specific reviews. Project level information is not 
available and the EIR should not engage in speculation about information that may 
not be known until a later phase, when specific development applications are known. 
Future development facilities under the General Plan would be subject to subsequent 
CEQA review that would be prepared including a public hearing process and be 
subject to discretionary legislative action. As this comment does not describe any 
inadequacies of the DEIR, no changes to the DEIR are necessary. The City of Colfax 
will collaborate with LAFCO on the SOI update process. This comment will be 
forwarded to decision makers for their consideration.  

A5-12 LAFCO states that the City should provide an inventory of properties outside city 
limits that receive city services, such as water, sewer, and other municipal services. 
LAFCO states that GC section 56133 requires the City to obtain written approval 
from LAFCO before extending services outside its jurisdictional boundary. LAFCO 
will review authorized service extensions in the SOI and service review process. 
LAFCO states that to streamline the process, the City should conduct an inventory 
of these services as part of its General Plan, including services provided outside city 
limits in the analysis of existing demand.  

Annexation of specific areas or communities outside the city boundaries would be 
evaluated in subsequent project specific reviews. This comment refers to the General 
Plan, as this comment does not describe any inadequacies of the DEIR, no changes 
to the DEIR are necessary. Future projects under the General Plan will comply with 
all Government Codes and LAFCO regulations. This comment will be forwarded to 
decision makers for their consideration.  
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3. Revisions to the Draft EIR 
3.1 INTRODUCTION 
This section contains revisions to the DEIR based upon (1) additional or revised information required to 
prepare a response to a specific comment; (2) applicable updated information that was not available at the time 
of  DEIR publication; and/or (3) typographical errors. This section also includes additional mitigation measures 
to fully respond to commenter concerns as well as provide additional clarification to mitigation requirements 
included in the DEIR. The provision of  these additional mitigation measures does not alter any impact 
significance conclusions as disclosed in the DEIR. Changes made to the DEIR are identified here in strikeout 
text to indicate deletions and in underlined text to signify additions. 

3.2 DEIR REVISIONS IN RESPONSE TO WRITTEN COMMENTS 
The following text has been revised in response to comments received on the DEIR. 

Page 4.9-1, Section 4.9.1, Existing Conditions. The following changes are incorporated under Hazardous Sites 
heading, in response to Comment A1-3, from DTSC, dated October 3, 2023. 

Hazardous Sites 
According to the State Water Resources Control Board, there are 34 GeoTracker sites in the city, two of  which 
are open cases. The two open sites include a National Pollutant Discharge Elimination System (NPDES) site 
and a Cleanup Program Site. The Department of  Toxic Substances Control reports three EnviroStor sites in 
the city, none of  which are listed as active. Of  the three  EnviorStor sites two are listed under DTSC Abandoned 
Mine Lands; however,  both sites are inactive. Table 4.9-1, Hazardous Sites in the City of  Colfax, summarizes 
the type, status, and number of  hazardous sites within the city. 
 

Page 4.7-1, Section 4.7.1, Existing Conditions. The following changes are incorporated under Geologic Hazards 
heading, in response to Comment A3-1 and A3-2, from CGS, dated October 27, 2023. 

Geologic Hazards 

The major regional geologic feature in the Planning Area is the Foothills Fault System, a major zone of faulting 
in the basement rock in the western Sierra Nevada. The fault system extends from the Melones Fault Zone on 
the east to the westernmost exposure of metamorphic rocks west of the Bear Mountain Fault Zone. These 
faults are not considered to be active and the relative risk of earthquakes in this region is considered to be lower 
than in other areas of the state. The California Geological Survey’s (CGS) Fault Activity Map of California does 
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not identify Holocene and/or Late Quaternary age faults (displacement within the last 700,000 years) within or 
in proximity to the city, including the Spenceville, Wolf Creek, Deadman, Dewitt, and Giant Gap Faults, within 
7 to 15 miles on either side of the City. However, Aa  pre-quaternary fault in the Gillis Hills fault system runs 
through the Planning Area, as shown in the CGS Fault Activity Map (CGS 2023a). The city is not within or 
adjacent to an Alquist-Priolo Earthquake Fault Zone (CGS 2023b). The city is also not within a liquefaction 
hazard zone (CGS 2023b). CGS has not yet evaluated the area in and around the city for liquefaction or 
earthquake-induced landslide hazard zoning, so the lack of zone does not indicate a  determination that there 
is no liquefaction hazard. 
 

Page 4.3-11, Section 4.3, Air Quality. The following revisions are made under Impact 4.3-1, in response to 
Comment A4-2, from PCAPCD, dated November 06, 2023 

Projects estimated to exceed PCAPCD significance thresholds are required to implement mitigation measures 
to reduce air pollutant emissions as much as feasible. Such measures would be required to be implemented per 
PCAPCD Colfax Municipal Code Section 16.36.040 and could include the requirement that all construction 
equipment employ the use of  the most efficient diesel engines available, which are able to reduce NOX, PM10, 
and PM2.5 emissions by 60–90 percent (e.g., EPA-classified Tier 3 and/or Tier 4 engines), and/or that 
construction equipment be equipped with diesel particulate filters. Other PCAPCD recommended air pollutant 
reduction measures include, but are not limited to, the following: 

 The fueling of  all off-road and portable diesel-powered equipment with CARB-certified motor vehicle 
diesel fuel (non-taxed version suitable for use off-road). 

 The prohibition of  all on- and off-road diesel equipment from idling for more than five minutes and the 
posting of  signs in the designated queuing areas and/or job sites to remind drivers and operators of  the 
five-minute idling limit. 

 The prohibition of  diesel idling within 1,000 feet of  sensitive receptors.  
 

Page 4.3-19, Section 4.3, Air Quality. The following revisions are made under Impact 4.3-5, in response to 
Comment A4-2, from PCAPCD, dated November 06, 2023 

Per the PCAPCD (2017), if a land use project proposes any of the above type of land uses, which have the 
potential to cause significant odor impacts, the odor impacts should be identified and discussed in the 
environmental document so mitigation measures may be identified. These guidelines further state that the most 
effective mitigation strategy is to provide a sufficient distance, or buffer zone, between the source and the 
receptor(s). The greater the distance between an odor source and receptor, the less odor impact when it reaches 
the receptor. The PCAPCD CEQA Handbook (2017) provides an Odor Screening Distances table that lists 
recommended buffer distances for a variety of odor-generating facilities. Consideration of PCAPCD’s 
recommended buffer distances would be determined required for all future development identified to have 
significant air quality impacts under the proposed General Plan per Section 16.36.040 of the City Municipal 
Code, which requires incorporation, as conditions of approval, of PCAPCD-recommended mitigation 
measures.  
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Page 4.8-1, Section 4.3, Air Quality. The following revisions are made under Impact 4.8-1, in response to 
Comment A4-2, from PCAPCD, dated November 06, 2023. 

Projects estimated to exceed PCAPCD significance thresholds are required to implement mitigation measures 
to reduce GHG emissions as much as feasible. Such measures that would be required to be implemented per 
PCAPCD CEQA Handbook Colfax Municipal Code Section 16.36.040 include, but are not limited to, the 
following: 
 The fueling of  all off-road and portable diesel-powered equipment with CARB-certified motor vehicle 

diesel fuel (non-taxed version suitable for use off-road). 
 The prohibition of  all on- and off-road diesel equipment from idling for more than five minutes and the 

posting of  signs in the designated queuing areas and/or job sites to remind drivers and operators of  the 
five-minute idling limit. 

 The use of  electrified equipment when feasible. 
 
Page 3-14, Chapter 3, Project Description. The following revisions are made under 3.3.5, Intended Uses of  the EIR, 
in response to Comment A5-1, from LAFCO, dated November 08, 2023. 

The intent of this Draft EIR is to evaluate the environmental impact of the project, thereby enabling the City, 
other responsible agencies, and interested parties to make informed decisions with respect to the requested 
entitlements. Placer County Local Agency Formation Commission is a Responsible Agency for the proposed 
project and will issue requested entitlements, such as an SOI update.  
 
Page 4.14-1, Section 4.14, Public Services, Parks, and Recreation. The following revisions are made under 4.14.1, 
Existing Conditions, under Fire Protection heading in response to Comment A5-5, from LAFCO, dated 
November 08, 2023. 

Fire Protection 
Through a Cooperative Fire Protection Agreement with the California Department of Forestry and Fire 
Protection (CAL FIRE), the Placer County Fire Department and CAL FIRE provide firefighting services to 
the County through eight career and five volunteer fire stations (Placer County 2023a). There are three fire 
stations in the City of Colfax: Stations 30, 36, and 37. Placer County Fire Department and CAL FIRE provide 
services to specific areas within Placer County because several special districts and cities also provide fire 
protection services in Placer County. The City of Colfax and Placer County Fire Department’s fire protection 
services contract is up for renewal in 2024. 
 
Page 4.16-1, Section 4.16,Utilities and Service Systems. The following revisions are made under 4.16.1, Existing 
Conditions, under Water Supply and Distribution Systems heading in response to Comment A5-6, from LAFCO, 
dated November 08, 2023. 

Water Supply and Distribution Systems 
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Placer County Water Agency 

Domestic water for the City of  Colfax is provided by the Placer County Water Agency (PCWA). The City of  
Colfax  lies within PCWA’s Service Zone 3, which is served by water purchased from the Pacific Gas and 
Electric Company (PG&E) by PCWA. There are about 29 miles of  treated water piping and 2.3 million gallons 
of  treated storage in Zone 3. PCWA’s Zone 3 includes the communities of  Applegate, Weimar, Meadow Vista, 
Colfax, Gold Run, Monte Vista, Dutch Flat, and Alta and surrounding areas and extends from Upper Zone 1 
(i.e., City of  Auburn and surrounding communities) up to nearly 4,000 feet and is characterized by Sierraforest 
climate with warm summers, cold wet winters, and occasional snow. Precipitation at these elevations is 
significant. Spring runoff  from the higher elevations, above 4,000 feet, is the backbone of  PCWA’s water supply 
system. The Placer County 2020 Urban Water Management Plan states that the 2020 total water use for Zone 
3 was 10,720 acre-feet per year (AFY) and is projected to be 11,526 AFY in 2040 (PCWA 2021). Zone 3’s 
existing surface water supply is provided by Yuba and Bear Rivers and provides a 25,000 acres-foot per year 
maximum for domestic and irrigation use. The City of  Colfax also obtains existing surface water supply 
provided by Canyon Creek through Pre-1914 Appropriative Right (S000959) agreement which provides a 40 
cubic feet per second maximum for domestic and irrigation use.   
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3.3 DEIR REVISIONS 
The following are additional revisions that have been made to the Draft EIR. These changes do not present 
new information and the analysis is consistent with the newly revised impact discussion therefore these changes 
do not constitute recirculation of  the EIR. 

Page 4.16-2, Section 4.16.1, Existing Conditions. The following revisions are made under the Solid Waste heading. 

Solid Waste 
Solid waste collection services would be provided by Placer County. Placer County is separated into four 
franchise areas that are serviced by the two franchise haulers. The City of  Colfax is serviced by the Auburn 
Placer Disposal Transfer Station and Eastern Regional Landfill Material Recovery Facility (MRF) and Transfer 
Station, which is a program of  Tahoe Truckee Sierra Disposal Company Inc. is a County-owned facility. (Placer 
2023; ERLMRF 2023). The Eastern Regional Landfill MRF has a maximum permit capacity of  600 tons per 
day (Cal Recycle 2023a). 

Page 10.1-3, Section 10.1, Regulatory Framework. The following revisions are made under the Porter-Cologne 
Water Quality Act heading. 

State Regulations 

Porter-Cologne Water Quality Act 

The Porter-Cologne Water Quality Act (Water Code sections 13000 et seq.) is the basic water quality control 
law for California. Under this Act, the State Water Resources Control Board (SWRCB) has ultimate control 
over state water rights and water quality policy. In California, the EPA has delegated authority to issue NPDES 
permits to the SWRCB. The SWRCB, through its nine RWQCBs, carries out the regulation, protection, and 
administration of  water quality in each region. Each regional board is required to adopt a water quality control 
plan, or basin plan, that recognizes and reflects the regional differences in existing water quality, the beneficial 
uses of  the region’s ground and surface water, and local water-quality conditions and problems. The City of  
Colfax Redding is within the Sacramento River Basin and is under the jurisdiction of  the Central Valley RWQCB 
(Region 5). The Central Valley RWQCB Region is divided into three basins—the Sacramento River Basin, San 
Joaquin River Basin, and Tulare Lake Basin.  

Page 3, Section 16, Utilities and Service Systems. The following revisions are made under the Senate Bill 1383- 
California’s Short-Lived Climate Pollutant Reduction Act heading. 

Senate Bill 1383- California’s Short-Lived Climate Pollutant Reduction Act 

California’s Short-Lived Climate Pollutant Reduction law, often called SB 1383, establishes methane reduction 
targets for California. SB 1383 regulations went into effect on January 1, 2022. The regulations aim to divert 
50% of  organic waste from landfills below 2014 levels by 2020 and 75% by 2025. CalRecycle is implementing 
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the regulations and has established an additional target that not less than 20% of  currently disposed edible food 
is recovered for human consumption by 2025. SB 1383 also requires that jurisdictions conduct education and 
outreach on organics recycling to all residents, businesses (including those that generate edible food that can be 
donated), haulers, solid waste facilities, local food banks, and other food recovery organizations. Placer County 
adopted Ordinance No. 6128-B in 2022 to amend Placer County Code Chapter 8, Article 8.32, Section 8.32.110 
to include requirements for haulers, as required by SB 1383Redding is on track to be in full compliance of  SB 
1383 by spring of  2024.  

Page 1, Section 2, Agriculture and Forestry Resources. The following revisions are made under the Farmland 
Mapping and Monitoring Program heading. 

Farmland Mapping and Monitoring Program 

The California Natural Resources Agency is charged with restoring, protecting, and maintaining the state’s 
natural, cultural, and historical resources. The State Department of  Conservation (DOC) provides technical 
services and information to promote informed land use decisions and sound management of  the State’s  natural 
resources. DOC manages the Farmland Mapping and Monitoring Program (FMMP), which supports 
agriculture throughout California by developing maps and statistical data for analyzing land use impacts to 
farmland. FMMP publishes a field report for each county in the state. The most recent field report for Placer 
Shasta County was published in 2018. The field report categorizes land by agricultural production potential, 
according to the following classifications. 

Page 1, Section 9, Hazards and Hazardous Materials. The following revisions are made under the United States 
Environmental Protection Agency heading. 

Federal Regulations 
United States Environmental Protection Agency 

At the federal level, the chief  environmental regulator is the US Environmental Protection Agency (EPA), 
whose mission is to protect human health and the environment. Butte County is designated within EPA Region 
IX, which includes Arizona, California, Hawaii, and New Mexico. The EPA maintains responsibility for cleanup 
of  federal lands and waterways, and the State holds regulatory authority for all other lands.  

Page 4-5, Section 9, Hazards and Hazardous Materials. The following revisions are made under the California Fire 
Safety Regulations heading. 

California Fire Safety Regulations 

There are number of  State regulations pertaining to fire hazards, including the following. 

 Public Resources Code Fire Safe Regulations. Section 4290 of  the Public Resources Code (PRC) covers 
Fire Safe Regulations, establishing minimum road standards; signing for streets, roads, and buildings; 
private water supply resources; and wildland fuel modification. Section 4290 works in conjunction with 
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building construction development standards in State Responsibility Areas (SRAs), which are State-
identified lands or areas for which the California Department of  Forestry and Fire Protection (CAL 
FIRE) has the primary responsibility to manage the public safety during a fire incident. SRAs are 
defined based on land ownership, population density, and land use. In Butte County, SRAs primarily 
consist of  private property outside of  incorporated areas and outside of  the valley floor. For example, 
CAL FIRE does not have responsibility for densely populated areas, the valley area, or lands 
administered by the federal government. In addition, Section 4291 of  the PRC requires annual 
defensible space of  100 feet to be provided around all structures in or adjoining any mountainous area 
or land covered with forest, brush, grass, or other flammable material. 

 Wildland-Urban Interface Code. The California Building Commission adopted the Wildland-Urban 
Interface Codes in late 2005 with an effective date of  January 2008. These new codes include provisions 
for ignition-resistant construction standards in fire-prone areas. More specifically, new buildings in any 
fire hazard severity zone within SRAs, any locally designated Very High Fire Hazard Severity Zone 
(VHFHSZ), or any Wildland-Urban Interface Fire Area must meet the requirements in the new codes. 
As part of  the code revision process, fire hazard severity zones were evaluated and updated. The 
updated fire hazard severity zones are used by building officials to determine appropriate construction 
materials for new buildings in the wildland-urban interface. These zones are also used by property 
owners to comply with natural hazards disclosure requirements at the time of  property sale, including 
wildland areas that may contain substantial forest fire risks and hazards, and VHFHSZs. These fire 
hazard severity zones are also used by local governments when updating their Safety Elements. 

 Uniform Fire Code. This code may be adopted by counties and local jurisdictions with amendments 
and provides minimum standards for many aspects of  fire prevention and suppression activities. These 
standards include provisions for access, water supply, fire protection systems, and the use of  fire-
resistant building materials. However, the Office of  the State Fire Marshal (SFM), along with other 
State agencies, is in the process of  developing and proposing a new Building and Fire Code for 
California using the 2006 International Building Code (IBC) and the International Fire Code (IFC) as 
the base document. Many jurisdictions choose to adopt their own version, as is the case in Butte 
County. 

Page 4.8-11, Section 4.8, Greenhouse Gas Emission. The following revisions are made under Impact 4.8-3. 

Statewide strategies to reduce GHG emissions include the Low Carbon Fuel Standard (LCFS) mandate and 
changes in the corporate average fuel economy standards. Development projects accommodated under the 
proposed project are required to adhere to the programs and regulations identified by the Scoping Plan and 
implemented by state, regional, and local agencies to achieve the statewide GHG reduction goals of AB 32, SB 
32, and AB 1279. Future development projects would be required to comply with these state GHG emissions 
reduction measures because they are statewide strategies. For example, new buildings under the proposed 
project would be required to meet the CALGreen and Building Energy Efficiency Standards in effect at the 
time when applying for building permits. Furthermore, as discussed under the discussion for Impact GHG-1, 
Impact 4.8-2 the proposed project includes General Plan Update policies that would help reduce GHG 
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emissions and therefore help achieve GHG reduction goals. Implementation of the proposed project would 
not obstruct implementation of the CARB Scoping Plan, and impacts would be less than significant. 

Page 4.13-2, Section 4.13, Population and Housing. The following revisions are made under the Regional Housing 
Needs Assessment heading. 

Regional Housing Needs Assessment 

As shown in Table 4.13-3, City of  Colfax 2021-2029 Regional Housing Needs Assessment Allocation, the City of  
Colfax’s Regional Housing Needs Assessment Allocation (RHNA) for the 2021-2029 planning period is 97 
units. The City is required to demonstrate that there is sufficient land to accommodate the RHNA but is not 
required to physically construct the housing units.  

TABLE 4.13-3 CITY OF COLFAX 2021–2029 REGIONAL HOUSING NEEDS ASSESSMENT ALLOCATION 
Income Category Number of Units Percentage 

Very Low 17 17.5% 
Low  11 11.3% 
Moderate 21 21.7% 
Above Moderate  48 49.5% 
Total 97 100% 
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